
S E R V I C E C E N T E R U P D A T E

A LOT OF POSITIVE PROGRESS

is found in the 2005 South Florida

Environmental Report. Treatment marshes

and agricultural programs together have

removed an impressive 1,700 metric tons

of phosphorus since 1994 that otherwise

would have entered the Everglades. Wading

birds, an important indicator of

environmental health, had one of their best

breeding years in decades, with more than

50,000 nests documented throughout the

region. And almost 8,000 acres of land

were added to the District’s holdings for

projects in the Comprehensive Everglades

Restoration Plan (CERP), surpassing the 50

percent mark for all CERP lands needed,

totaling 206,109 acres acquired to date.

Colleen Castille, secretary of the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection. “Remaining focused on first-rate science and engineering along with
sound fiscal management is a formula that is bringing environmental results.”

Henry Dean, executive director of the South Florida Water Management
District, agrees. “It took a lot of coordination at the state level and within our
agency to put this consolidated report into action. But the result is well worth it.
In one hand I can hold a year’s worth of outstanding District work and
environmental progress – and share it with the world.”

In the coming months, the Florida Legislature will decide whether to turn this
pilot project into a permanent requirement for all water management districts in
the state. The 2005 South Florida Environmental Report contains specific
recommendations for doing so, noting that efficiency in information gathering
plus savings in production, printing and distribution costs clearly make it a
worthwhile effort. In addition, the database of projects and programs provides
reporting consistency as well as ready availability of large amounts of data.

Rising land costs, water quality issues, availability of funding and other issues
will bring continued challenges in environmental restoration. But work will
move forward and progress will be documented in the South Florida
Environmental Report.

Construction crews blast through limerock to make way for two
EAA Reservoir Project test cells. 

The massive, Dec. 26 underwater earthquake off
the coast of northern Sumatra had a ripple effect

on earth's underground water levels approximately
8,000 miles away in Florida. Water levels in the South
Florida Water Management District's deep Floridan
aquifer monitoring wells in Collier and Okeechobee
counties and other wells throughout the agency's 16-
county region, saw sudden spikes of up to 4 inches
approximately 60 minutes after the earthquake, which
measured 9.0 on the Richter Magnitude Scale.  

U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) scientists estimate
that seismic waves from the devastating, tsunami-
causing earthquake traveled across the globe at
approximately 7,400 miles per hour, causing small
water-filled crevices in the Floridan aquifer to expand
and contract. This action forced water in and out of the
wells. District hydrologists concluded that no damage
to the Floridan aquifer or water supply resulted from
this event. 

The wells, ranging in depth from 1,350 feet to 1,900
feet, are used by District hydrogeologists to monitor
and learn more about the Floridan aquifer system, an
underground layer of porous limestone that covers
most of Florida. The system is used as the primary

water supply source for millions of people, businesses
and farms throughout much of the state. It is a
secondary source of water in the area south of Lake
Okeechobee. 

DISTRICT SCIENTIST LENDS EXPERTISE TO SRI LANKA

South Florida Water Management District Office of
Modeling Director Jayantha Obeysekera, Ph.D., P.E.,
traveled to Sri Lanka in mid-February as a member of
a panel of distinguished experts sent to assess the
impacts to groundwater in areas affected by the
tsunami.

“I have visited most of the places that have been
devastated by the tsunami and am saddened by the
suffering of the survivors,” said Obeysekera, a Sri
Lanka native. “I am also aware of the extensive
damage to the water supply infrastructure and the
environment in tsunami-affected regions of Sri Lanka.
An agency like the District, with its expertise in all
fields of water resource, has the potential to provide
technical assistance.”

The panel, sponsored by the U.S. National Science
Foundation, includes two other distinguished members:
Professor Tissa Illangasekare, Ph.D., Colorado School
of Mines, and Professor Charles Harvey, Ph.D.,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

During the 10-day trip, the panel visited several
locations in the tsunami-affected areas in the eastern
and southern provinces of the country. This initial visit
explored the technical water and environmental issues
to be investigated by a larger NSF panel visiting Sri
Lanka later.

continued from front

First Acceler8 project blasts off
A Resounding Start
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Three months to the day after Gov. Jeb Bush unveiled plans
for the ambitious Acceler8 initiative, government officials, local
residents and project managers gathered in western Palm Beach
County for the Jan. 14 groundbreaking of the Everglades
Agricultural Area Reservoir. The event marked the start of the
first Acceler8 project, and the crowd's enthusiasm resonated in
the morning breeze. “Today we are one step closer to realizing
our vision for the region, state, and in fact our entire nation,”
said South Florida Water Management District Chair Nicolás J.
Gutiérrez Jr.  

Two water storage test cells are being built as a part of
Acceler8’s EAA Reservoir project. Water seepage presents a
challenge in building above-ground reservoirs in our region’s
porous limestone soils. The test cells will provide engineers
with seepage data for assessing embankment design and
reservoir operation. “By constructing the cells first, we are
protecting the $300 million taxpayer investment in the larger
reservoir,” said South Florida Water Management
District Executive Director Henry Dean.

With a contracted workforce performing two 10-hour
shifts per day, construction is expected to be completed
by March 2005.  Each 500-foot test cell will mimic the
12-foot depth of the planned full-size reservoir and will
be monitored for four weeks after construction. “The
data provided by these cells will fine-tune the project
design ensuring the long-term success of an essential
Everglades water storage component,” said Dean.
Ultimately, the completed EAA Reservoir will store
regulatory water releases from Lake Okeechobee,
capture stormwater runoff from agricultural land, and
provide additional water supply to improve flows into
the Everglades.  

“Here we are, just three short months after the
announcement,” said Department of Environmental
Protection Secretary Colleen M. Castille. “Everglades
restoration is happening!” 
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“CSI Miami” shoots on location on District lands
Picture this – a raging wilderness fire, a high speed boat chase, a charred dead

body, and detectives dressed to kill. Who knew environmental restoration could be so
exciting? It must be Miami…“CSI Miami” that is.

The District land management and stewardship programs got a fiery boost
recently when “CSI Miami” shot on location to film an episode of the hit television
drama on the District's Southern Glades Wildlife Environmental Area and Model
Lands in southern Miami-Dade County.  

“The television show location manager followed the proper protocol and contacted
District Right of Way to begin the process for using our property on a temporary
basis,” said Jason Smith, environmental analyst for the District’s land stewardship
program. “The producers wanted to use our land for some chase scenes and ‘wild’
fires so we coordinated their filming with controlled burns that we and Fish and
Wildlife were already planning for the area. It was a real team effort with multiple
departments and agencies lending a hand.”

More than 900 acres were put back into their natural rhythms through prescribed
burns by the Division of Forestry, and millions of television viewers got another
“hot” episode of their favorite show.   

Okeechobee, Orlando Service Centers get in on the hot action
District land stewardship staff working out of the Okeechobee and Orlando

Service Centers and the DuPuis Management Area have gone far and wide to include
partners interested in using fire as a land management tool. Participating in a late
January prescribed burn at the KICCO Wildlife Management area in Osceola County
were representatives from a number of federal agencies who came from as far away
as California, Oregon and Virginia to help. Federal agencies partnering with the
District on the effort included the U.S. Bureau of Land Management, National Park
Service, U.S. Forestry Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

David Birdsall, Orlando Service Center, initiated the cooperative agreement with
the federal agency partners, giving the fire managers from across the nation this
opportunity to travel to a warmer climate and have a really hot time. Jeff McLemore,
a land stewardship employee at the Okeechobee Service Center, served as the burn
manager at KICCO. Following the leadership of Birdsall and Bill Helfferich, land
stewardship supervisor, the District has utilized this program and cooperative
agreements with other state agencies to accomplish our prescribed burn goals
throughout the year. Trained staff members from the Okeechobee Field Station,
Okeechobee Service Center and from the Vegetation Management Division at
headquarters also routinely assist with prescribed burns. 

Periodic fire is a natural element of native Florida ecosystems. The District uses
prescribed burning as a tool to maintain and encourage the restoration of native plant
communities, enhance wildlife habitat, and reduce the buildup of hazardous fuel
loads.

South Asian Earthquake has Ripple
Effect on Floridan Aquifer

St. Lucie River Issues Team representatives are presented

with $4 million from the state for 2005 projects: (from
left) Mary Murphy, Director, FDEP Port St. Lucie Office;

Mark Perry, Director, Florida Oceanographic Society;

Don Donaldson, County Engineer, Martin County; Kevin

Henderson, Director, St. Lucie River Initiative; Bonnie

Wolff, FDACS; Emilio Sosa, FWC/FMRI; Pete Stoffella,

Univ. of FL/IFAS; Karen Smith, Director, SFWMD
Martin/St. Lucie Service Center; and Don West, Public

Works Director, St. Lucie County.

Turning Up the Heat
Miami-Dade Service Center

Top: Miami-Dade Service Center Director Jose Fuentes
(left) and Sr. Intergovernmental/Outreach Specialist

Audrey Ordenes (right) help coordinate a ‘CSI Miami’
shoot with star David Caruso (center) on District-

owned property in western Miami-Dade County.  

Above: Jeff McLemore, Okeechobee Service Center
(center), goes over plans for a prescribed burn with

representatives from a variety of federal agencies who
traveled to Osceola County from as far away as Oregon

to participate in the event.

“All things are connected
like the blood that unites us
all.” –  Chief Seattle (1786-1866)

How to get your copy:
The two-volume 2005 South Florida Environmental

Report, including a 52-page executive summary, is

available online at www.sfwmd.gov/sfer. Print copies of the executive

summary containing a CD of the report are available from the District’s

Reference Center at (800) 432-2045, Ext. 2850.

“In one hand

I can hold a year’s worth

of outstanding District

work and environmental 

progress — and share it

with the world.”

– HENRY DEAN

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

University professors Tissa Illangasekare (left) and Charles
Harvey (center), and SFWMD Office of Modeling Director
Jayantha Obeysekera (right) spent 10 days in Sri Lanka
assessing groundwater impacts in areas affected by the
tsunami.

District
employees raise

$3,350 for
tsunami relief

In response to the

devastating South Asian

tsunami, South Florida Water

Management District

employees raised $3,350 by

organizing an art raffle. The

money was donated to

UNICEF for tsunami relief

efforts. Eight talented District

artists generously donated

their work for the raffle,

which included paintings,

pottery, stained glass and

jewelry.

This watercolor
painting by Specialist

Engineering
Associate Heidi

Bazell was one of
many works donated

by employees and
raffled to aid

tsunami victims.  

Spotlight on Service Centers

Florida Keys Service Center

District encourages “green” lifestyle
The District is sponsoring the Florida Keys

Green Living & Energy Expo on March 12-13 in
Tavernier at the Coral Shores High School. The
free event is dedicated to demonstrating
sustainable living through ideas and technologies
that promote renewable energy and water and
energy conservation. The Expo will feature 30
workshops on renewable energy, alternative
building methods, energy-efficient architectural design,
green lodging, hybrid vehicles, clean boating, and
promoting sustainable government. You can find more
information online at www.keysglee.com.

Lower West Coast Service Center

New trails open to the public
Corkscrew Regional Ecosystem Watershed (CREW)

Land and Water Trust, a public-private partnership is
celebrating its 15th anniversary with a series of events.
On Jan. 8, CREW celebrated the opening of new trails
at Popash Slough and Marsh Boardwalk. Since its
founding in 1989, the CREW Trust, with the District as

a valued partner, has purchased 27,000 acres of wetlands
and uplands vital to recharging groundwater in
southwest Florida.  

The trails are open to the public. For information
about hiking, bird watching and events such as the
Wildflower Weekend, March 18 and 19, visit
www.crewtrust.org  

Martin/St. Lucie Service Center

Check it out: St. Lucie River Issues Team 
receives $4 million for 2005 projects

Since 1999, the St. Lucie River Issues Team has
helped local governments take the necessary steps to
improve the quality of water entering the St. Lucie
Estuary and Indian River Lagoon, protecting and
improving the health of the unique ecosystem.  To date,
the Issues Team has funded over 76 projects throughout
Martin and St. Lucie counties, totaling more than $65
million. And this year is no exception to the program's

continued success. This past October, the Issues
Team was presented with $4 million from the
South Florida Water Management District
through the Florida Legislature for 2005
projects such as stormwater retrofits,
agricultural and urban best management
practices, habitat restoration and research. 

Broward Service Center

Land stewardship focus at Envirothon, 
Discover Natural Florida Expo

The Broward Service Center and Fort
Lauderdale Field Station participated in the
Broward County Envirothon 2005 held Jan. 12 at
the Hugh Taylor Birch State Park. District staffers
Tammy Moore and Craig VanAuken worked with
the youth to explain the importance of being good

stewards of our natural resources and environmentally
aware of our surroundings.

The District participated in a Discover Natural
Florida Expo Jan. 9 at the Fern Forest Nature Center in
Fort Lauderdale. More than 100 visitors interested in
recreation opportunities in the natural setting attended
and learned about District lands and land stewardship.

Orlando Service Center

Local leaders field experience 
Launched six years ago, “Welcome to Your

Watershed” was a two-day program in partnership with
The Nature Conservancy to introduce local leaders and
senior local government staff to issues surrounding water
management, ecosystem restoration and environmental
regulatory programs. To date, more than 200 participants
have completed the seminar.

To encourage even greater participation, the curricula
has been compressed into a a dynamic single-day
program. Now titled “Florida Watersheds: A Primer for
Decision Makers,” the one-day seminar continues to
take its participants into the field to witness the
unspoiled setting of Lake Russell on Reedy Creek,
wetland restoration work in progress, the practice of
water conservation and the unique issues associated
with development that predates modern environmental
permitting efforts. The next workshop will be offered
March 18.  

For information about the program, contact the
Orlando Service Center at (407) 858-6100, Ext. 3806,
or the Nature Conservancy at (407) 935-0002,
Ext. 125.

Okeechobee Service Center

Unwrapping smiles at Real Life
Children’s Ranch

District staff and the Lake Okeechobee Interagency
Team combined efforts to provide holiday gifts for the
29 boys and girls living at the Real Life Children’s
Ranch in Okeechobee. In addition to the District, the
Interagency Team is made up of representatives from the
Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Florida
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services,
University of Florida’s Institute of Food and Agricultural
Sciences, United States Department of Agriculture’s
Natural Resources Conservation Service, and a number
of private stakeholders in the area. 

Real Life Children’s Ranch has been in operation
since 1957 and provides long-term residential care and
treatment to abused, neglected, or abandoned children
without regard to race, creed or religion. This
organization provides a loving home and care for these
children in need, existing solely on donations. Each child
received a number of gifts from their wish list, as well as
clothes, shoes and school supplies. Contributions totaled
almost $3,000.

Carlos de la Rosa, director of the Nature Conservancy’s Disney

Wilderness Preserve, shows off a portion of the preserve’s 12,000-

acre landscape during the first presentation of Florida Watersheds,

A Primer for Decision Makers. The Orlando Service Center and

Nature Conservancy teamed up to offer the one-day course for

central Florida leaders.

Freddy “Plugged:” Holiday Arbor Lights at the Calusa

Nature Center in Fort Myers was a holiday fundraiser for the

nature center, museum and planetarium during December

2004. More than 4,500 viewed this lighted display promoting

water conservation of Freddy the Friendly Alligator in a

“shower” of gifts. The event raised $40,000 and resulted in

141 new memberships to the Nature Center.  

Find out more
by visiting

ACCELER88

Everglades Agricultural Area Reservoir Test Cells

Back Row: Ayounga Riddick, FFWCC biologist; Fred Davis,

SFWMD Land Stewardship Director; Ellen Lindblad, Director,

CREW Land & Water Trust; and Bill Hammond, former SFWMD
Governing Board Member. Front Row: Jacque Rippe, SFWMD
Lower West Coast Service Center Director; Samantha Cooper;

Chelsea Nagel; Dotty Brown, CREW Trustee; and Jim Goodwin,

SFWMD Senior Environmental Analyst,  join in the ribbon-cutting
for the new boardwalk and Popash Slough Trail opening.

        




